THE DEATH 


ON January 12, Colin Roach was 
shot dead in the foyer of Stoke 
Newington police station. 

That evening Keith Scully, a close 
friend of Colin Roach drove him, at his 
request, to Stoke Newington police 
station. (The reasons why Colin wanted 
to go there in the first place remain as 
yet a mystery.) Scully was so 
concerned about his friend that he 
immediately drove to the home of 
Colin's father and then accompanied 
Mr Roach to Stoke Newington police 
station. Mr Roach was then questioned 
by the police for three hours before 
being informed that his son was dead. 
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DETAILED TABLE OF INCIDENTS 


_ Hackney and Stoke Newington police stations have, over the last few years earned notorious reputations in the black community. 
_We reproduce below a dossier of selected serious incidents (prepared by the Institute of Race Relations) which have led to concern. | 
| It has been alleged that because black papers, defence committees and case files have provided the sources, uncorroborated by the 
_national mass media, this is a partial view. On the contrary, it is the national press which has systematically failed its vaunted — 
_ standards of impartiality by not reporting the black experience of policing. _ : 


Date ——s éBaetailsofincident ——  . : Cl CS —‘#RC 
May 1971 —-On_the 13 May 1971 Aseta Simms died whilst in police custody. The ‘Who Killed Aseta Simms? She was 
police alleged that she had been drinking and had brought about murdered.’ Bulletin of Black Unity and 
her own death whilst in Stoke Newington police station. But police doctors Freedom Party, = 

and relatives reported that there was swelling and bruising over her right eye and . _ 
bruising over her head consistent with having been beaten. 
“tt is arquable that some people might die with this level of alcohol in their blood 
stream; but we have people with much higher levels who are still alive today. The 
bruising was consistent with someone falling about or with someone who had been 
beaten. There was very little evidence that she had inhaled vomit, but this was not 
the cause of her death. | cannot truthfully say what was the cause of her death.” 
(Statement by police doctor), — 
At the coroner's inquiry, a verdict of death by misadventure was returned. 


July 1975 The Four Aces, a West Indian Club in Dalston, was raided on 16 July 1975 by Police Against Black People. Evidence 
police with dogs, who claimed to be searching for youths who had stolen a purse. submitted to the Royal Commission on 
Streets were cordoned off whilst a full-scale search got under way. Criminal Procedure by the IRR. 
in the ensuring melee 18 youths were arrested. 


1978 ~—~—~SOAt:‘12.30am, one day in 1976, Mr and Mrs White were asleep in their Police Against Black People 


| Searchiight (une 1962, No.84) 


The West Indian Standing Conference calied for an inquiry into St Leonards Police Against Black People _ 
__ Hospital in Hackney because patients who arrived there from police custoc :  ————“i—C 
__ found that the hospital had no records of their visit. 


‘Five black ‘men were arrested after simultaneous raids — allegedly for the Bulletin of Hackney Black People's 


purpose of looking for stolen goods — on two black families in Hackney. Organisation —|/ 
Hackney. No search warrant was shown at the time of arrest. All the men 
plained that, whilst in Hackney police station, they were racially abused, is 
ind forced to confess to crimes that they did not commit. Osbund Morris. _ 
ed injuries to his chest, back and spine {confirmed by medical reports). Philip 
Dennis and Lee Samuels also received injuries, caused, in part, by police ts 
S heads down lavatories. ee 


ts to force their hi .  — 
Newington police severely criticised following the death of a Hackney Black 


People’s Defence — 


r-old West Indian youth, Michael Ferreira. After Michael was stabbed Organisation Bulletin 
th by three white racists, his friends carried him to nearby Stoke Newington ss 


station, where, it is alleged, he was allowed to bleed unattended for 20 


979 Stoke 


minutes whilst police appeared more concerned to question his friends as to what 

ee  —e—S— 

Five units of the SPG called into Hackney, apparently to quell the — Searchlight (May 1980,No.59). 

“The Hackney Council for Racial Equality demanded the transfer of district police 
chell, to a ‘less sensitive post.’ 
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OF COLIN ROACH 


Keith Scully was similarly questioned. 
Later, the police carried out a search of 
Mr Roach’s home. During the search, it 
is alleged, Mrs Roach was grabbed by 
the throat by a policewoman. 

It is this callous treatment of Mr and 
Mrs Roach, carried out with neither 
compassion nor respect, which has so 
fuelled the community's existing 
mistrust of Stoke Newington police, 
and raised important doubts about the 
circumstances surrounding Colin’s 
death. 

Among other questions being asked 
is: why did the police, even before 


issue a press release stating that Colin 
had committed suicide, and that he 
suffered from a history of mental 
illness? It is known that Colin was 
depressed after serving a three-week 
prison sentence in Pentonville prison 
over Christmas for a minor offence; but 
to be depressed is qualitatively 
different from suffering from a history 
of mental illness. 

Meanwhile, amidst claims by 
Hackney CRE Chairman Mr lan Haig 
that Stoke Newington police have on at 
least two previous occasions used guns 
to intimidate black people, Hackney 


to withhold the police precept (this is 
the portion of rates paid by the council 
to the Metropolitan police). And, 
following a series of demonstrations 
and pickets of the police station, where 
numerous arrests (49 to date) have 
been made, local MP, Mr Ernie 
Roberts, has warned the Chief 
Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
police that there is likely to be a serious 
breakdown in law and order unless 
there is an immediate inquiry into 
policing in this area. 

At a demonstration on January 22, 
angry protestors recalled the 
chequered history of police/black 
relations in Hackney by chanting as 
they marched “we remember Aseta 
Simms”. They were addressed at a 


subsequent rally by Ms Nelly Knight, 
herself a victim of police harassment. 


Council are now considering whether 


informing me Eeewaty | of a s death, 


Asian Association called on all 
co-operating with the police. 


September 1980 Police in Hackney swoop on black homes and arrested 18 youths. “They 
were jailed for one night and then released without being charged. 
Hackney CRC formally severed links with local police and sets up its own special 

committee aimed at keeping a close watch on all complaints agpinet pare ice in tt 
area. - 


After the death of an Asian man, over 20 of his friends and relatives 
___ {including a woman of 85 and a child of 9) were taken to Stoke 
_ Newington police station and held for questioning, some for up to 30. hours. They 
4 not informed of their rights, and were racially abused and denied access to a 
solicitor — many were falsely accused of being illegal immigrants. Indeed, it was. 
__ only after pene from the Hackney Asian Association that they were releasod « at 
all. - 


July 1980 black people to ‘mop 


The House of Lords finally rejected the prosecution attempt to retry Newt 
Newton Rose. «Bullet 

Newton Rose was tried and convicted at the Old Bailey for the murder ofa 
youth, Tony Donelly, on 4 December 1981. The conviction was squashed | in 
Court of Appeal on 8 March 1982. 

it was the firm belief of members of the Hackney community that Newton Rosa 
was framed by the police: that the police deliberately ignored evidence suggesting 
he could not have possibly carried out the murder, and that they a e 
confessions out of Rose and his friends under extreme pressure. 


September 1982 Mrs Nellie Knight and her daughter Jennifer, charged with causi 
grievous bodily harm to police officers, were acquitted at Snaresbrook Crown Court 
in September 1982. Legal advisers for the Knight family are now prepating » e 
the police for false arrest and malicious prosecution. 

Mrs Knight and her daughter were first accused of ‘disturbing the peace’ ater a 
quarrel with their white neighbours. But, after they complained to Scotland Yard 
about their treatment, they were brought again to Stoke Newington police station 
where they were charged with the more serious offences. _ 

Whilst in police custody Mrs Knight received injuries to her heat, arms, thigh ar nd 
coccyx and a cut to her face which required stitching. Two of no aw wer 
violently sick and had to be treated by police doctors. 


Franklyn Lee, a 20-year-old West Indian youth, died ine ‘suspici 
circumstances. According to the police, Franklyn Lee died from injuries sus 
whilst entering a house in Wellington Avenue (they had been called to the hous 
investigate a burglary) — a post mortem concluded that his death \ was $ caused 
severed artery in the stomach. 
However, several eye-witnesses to the incident reported having seen Lee Gegced 

70 yards down the road to a police van. Another eye-witness aoe of the ~~ 
_before an ambulance was called. _ 


__ January 1983 Laurie Cunningham, brother-in-law of a woman murdered — in 
on the Kingsgate Estate, Dalston, made public his dissatisfaction with t 
handling of the murder investigation. 
Mrs Norma Richards and her two young daughters Wi 
brutally murdered in their home. Mrs Richards had been stabbed and 
daughters drowned. Even though they were the only black family 
estate, and despite the fact that nazi insignia and racist slogans were 
wails, the police: seemed to ignore the psy that there was a racia 
behind the murder. 
Colin Roach died from a shotgun blast in the front o 
Stoke Newington police station on Wednesday 12 January ae - 


district police commander David Mitchell é is alleged to hove said that the National F Fron 
ae about ie use a the 2 Wns are usualy ‘the ones fesponsicte 
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